Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 26/11/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from David, Tess and Susie.
2.     Minutes of 29th October meeting
 Agreed.
3.     Matters arising from minutes not already on the agenda
None.
4.     CCRC   (Item 4 from 29/10//09)

There was nothing further to report.   
Action:  Continuing
5.     Future Campaign Events  (Item 10 from 29/10/09

a)     Vigil

Tom had suggested December 9th but Paul thought, because of other events, this was too soon and suggested we do something on the second anniversary of the date we submitted fresh evidence to the Commission.   Tom said that his brother, who is studying music had suggested a work by Shostakovich but he thought it a very flat piece.  The other pieces he suggested were ‘Quartet for the End of Time’ by Messiaen and Elgar’s ‘Nimrod’.   Jane thought Messiaen was an acquired taste but a friend of hers who is a musician had told her that Beethoven’s ‘Fidelio’, his only opera, is the classic piece about wrongful imprisonment.   Tom asked what instruments were required in Fidelio; Jane said it shouldn’t be difficult to discover.   As February 20th is a Saturday it was suggested we stage the vigil on Friday 19th.    Some discussion ensued about whether the event should be held at 7 am or at midday.  The majority felt 7am was too early and finally it was agreed that there should be two parts to the event – one at 8 am at which campaign members would be present, with or without musicians, and a second, classical music event at 12.30 pm for which Tom agreed to get professional musicians.  Jane will contact Rochester Row police in advance to let them know of our plans.    The Treasurer confirmed that the campaign was not in a position to pay fees but would reimburse reasonable expenditure necessarily incurred by musicians.
Action:  Tom/Paul/Jane
b)     Light Projection

There was nothing further to report at this stage. 
              Action:  Continuing
c)     Cycle Ride to Runnymede
Runnymede was suggested because it was where Magna Carta was signed and it was thought to be an attractive cycle route.  It was agreed to postpone the planning of this event until February/March 2010. 
Action:  Pending  
d)     Other Ideas

Matt suggested that, even though it is not a category recognised by the Guinness Book of Records, as many people as possible should send Sam Christmas cards.   He will send a message to this effect on Facebook and Susie will do a viral.  Pat provided adhesive labels with Sam’s prison number and address for those who wanted them.   Paul confirmed that we had presented a petition to Parliament in June though we could return to the idea next year.
Action:  Continuing
6.     Theatrical production re Sam (Item 8 from 29/10/09)

Paul said he would be speaking to David over the weekend when they are back from Vienna.
Action:  Continuing

7.     Book Launch re CCRC – Parliament 16th December

Paul has been co-organising a Parliamentary launch, hosted by Claire Curtis Thomas MP, of a book on the CCRC edited by Dr. Michael Naughton (Senior Lecturer in Law at the University of Bristol and Director of the Innocence Network UK).   The book which is published by Palgrave MacMillan at £55 has forewords written by Professor Michael Zander and Michael Mansfield QC.  The letter Paul has sent, inviting MPs to the launch, highlights Sam’s case and will help publicise it.   He has also been asked to write a chapter for a proposed symposium at Bristol University on Prisoners Maintaining Innocence and will be meeting Michael either in London or Bristol. In reply to Wendy’s question Paul agreed to check on the number of guests allowed.

Action:  Paul

8.     Booklet re Sam’s Case

Paul said he was indebted to Matt for introducing him to the concept of “on demand” publishing and circulated copies of the booklet “Young, Innocent and Inside” which he had written and published about Sam’s case.   He said that in previous campaigns such booklets had cost much more to produce and almost as soon as they were published they were out of date.   The beauty of this system is that the material can be updated as the case progresses without too much additional cost.   Matt said he might be able to supply an ISBN number.   The booklet is available for sale through the campaign website.

Action:  Matt  
9.     Campaign Christmas Cards (Item 11 from 29/10/2009)

Christmas cards with envelopes were displayed and some bought at £1 for 4.   Wendy has additional supplies which she will promote in December.  The campaign shop on the website is advertising them for posting out at £1.20 per pack of 4 with envelopes.   Jane said that although they are C5 they are within the weight and size for a 2nd class letter stamp provided they are posted for UK destinations before Friday 18th December.
Action:  Drop
10.    Smiffy CD (Item 6 from 29/10/09

Matt said the CD might well be on iTunes before Christmas.  Paul has put it up for sale on the website and has posted a tiny sample of ‘Broken Wheel’.
Action:  Continuing
11.    Visits to Sam    

Wendy has visited twice, Tommy has been to see Sam as have Bobby, Danny and Dan and Tom.

Action:  Continuing
12.    Finance and Fundraising (Item 14 from 29/10/09) 
Jane gave the following breakdown:-

Income






  £





Trust Account
as at 22/10/2009 



3665




Late ticket sales                                                                    20








_____

Total                                                                                  3685 



                                                                               
Expenditure since 1st October
	Electric candle lights x 60
	59.82

	Printer cartridges (11) + refills (7)
	62.97

	Photo paper, card and spray-mount
	41.98

	Christmas cards (2000)
	200.00

	+ envelopes
	48.28

	 “Young, Innocent  & Inside–The Case of Sam Hallam” booklets x 50
	123.99

	Total
	537.04


Income in Trust Account at end November will be approx £3148

Matt has had difficulty paying the £430 from WeGotTickets into the Treasurer’s 
Trust Account.   Jane explained that though she seems able to transfer money from her own private account into the Trust Account – perhaps because both accounts are held at the same Nationwide branch – the bank had recently told her that “a Treasurer’s Trust is not an account that is operated online”.   She could only surmise that this is to preserve the safety of the TTA but she will contact Matt outside the meeting to resolve this.   Matt added that Graham Collins (Luke’s father) would be sending a cheque for £600 for Patrick’s painting.
Action:  Continuing

13.    Any Other Business

a) Matt reported that Black Danny hope to mount a fund-raising gig next January/February.

b) It was suggested that the campaign should stand a candidate at the forthcoming election.  Although a £500 deposit is required, every competitor gets a free mailing within the constituency and it would help to raise the campaign’s profile.   Arguments against this idea were that it is likely to be regarded by many as a “stunt”, that to be registered with the Electoral Commission you need to be a nominated candidate or a political party and that it can alienate those who represent the regular political parties.   Paul said he had been involved in a similar process about 6 years ago when Kelly McBride, the sister of a murdered Belfast teenager, stood in the Brent East by-election.  She had made it clear that she did not expect to win but wanted to highlight the British Army’s decision to retain two soldiers who had been convicted of murdering her brother. 
Overall, he recalled, the process had been reasonably successful in drawing attention to an injustice but a bit of a gamble. Although you do get a free mailing, he recollected that the McBride campaign experienced terrible trouble with the Post Office. He guessed the General Election might be the first Thursday in May and will do more research to establish the necessary processes and the merits/demerits of such a course of action.
Action: Paul 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 28th January 2010 at 7.30 pm. 
JM 02/12/2009    
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