Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 28/05/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Keith Magnum.
2.     Minutes of  last meeting

It was noted that Wendy’s birthday had taken place the day before this meeting, not the day after; otherwise the minutes of the April meeting were agreed.

3.     Matters Arising not already on agenda

None
4.     Petition to House of Commons 15th June 2009 (Item 4 from 30/04/09)

Matt introduced Mark from The Independent, adding that Duncan Campbell from The Guardian was aiming to cover the event and Private Eye had responded.  He and Paul had met Nick Pope, a former UFO investigator with the MOD who has many contacts.  The Deputy Features Editor at the Sun was interested in running a story before June 15th using the connection with Ray and Lois Winstone,.  Matt said he will be re-doing Press releases.

Tom said Islington North MP Jeremy Corbyn will be going to the ‘photo-call and had signed the petition along with many others.  Paul said Paddy Hill had rung him recently to say he’d be attending, as had Gerry Conlon.  He hoped Billy Power would be able to come too.  He had also been contacted by Dr. Michael Naughton, a Senior Lecturer in Law at Bristol University and Founder and Director of the first UK Innocence Project, who is keen to become involved.  He has a book coming out in October which he and Paul have agreed to work on together.  Paul and Wendy had met with Century Films last week who will probably come along on 15/06 and April Keech, the Vicar of St. Johns will also be attending.
Wendy will bring the banner for the ‘photo-call which will show her handing over the petition to Diane Abbott.  Keith said the yellow balloons had been very effective in Birmingham and Wendy and Lorraine agreed to investigate getting some.  Paul reminded the meeting that placards with wooden sticks are banned from Parliament and any bicycles that are tethered will be towed away.  It was agreed that booking something at Westminster Central Hall is too expensive just now.  For those who haven’t been there, College Green – a raised bank of grass – is on Abingdon Street (almost opposite the House of Lords entrance) but it’s much smaller than it appears on television.  Paul will do another mail out, to MPs as well.  Those present handed in the signed petitions received to date.
Action:  Matt/Paul/Wendy & Lorraine
5.     CCRC Upate (Item 5 from 30/04/2009) 
Paul reported that he had received a copy of a letter from the CCRC caseworker to Sam saying that he would be visiting Sam, along with the Commission’s Investigations Adviser, on Thursday 4th June and giving Paul the opportunity to be present.  After discussing it with Wendy, Paul had decided against being present because he didn’t want to inhibit Sam from speaking freely.  He hopes they will speak about cell site analysis though, as it is now 5 years ago, Sam cannot be sure that he had his mobile with him.  Wendy and Paul will see Sam some time after June 4th.  Jane confirmed that, following her April telephone call with Sam’s caseworker notifying him of the 15/06 petition to the Commons and its background, she had also spoken on May 5th to the Commission’s new Head of Communications to explain the nature of the event and to reassure him that the campaign’s criticism was aimed not at them, but at the Government. He had drawn her attention to the Guardian’s campaign on miscarriages of justice which had appeared that day and she felt the conversation had been positive.
Action: Paul/Wendy
6.     Future Campaign Events (Item 8 from 30/04/09

Benefit Evening.   Lorraine has booked Regan Way for Saturday 11th July with a donation of £30 being made to the Community Hall.  The benefit will run from 7 to 11 pm and tickets will be printed; maximum capacity is 150.

 Action:  Lorraine/Jackie/Wendy
Football Match.   The fund-raising football match should be timed to coincide with the start of the football season.  Marjorie would speak to the Britannia Leisure Centre to find out if one big pitch was available for Saturday 29th August which Tom said might be divided into two. Lorraine suggested putting up a list on the Benefit night for anyone who wanted to participate to sign.  Pat said that Ray Winstone had been an Ambassador for Football and Keith suggested approaching Jeremy Corbyn’s son, Ben, who works for Arsenal.
Action:  Marjorie/Tom/Lorraine
Other Events: Future Gig.   Matt said Smiffy has donated a new track he has written, free to the campaign for six months.  A friend of Suzie’s has offered to give a free video shoot which Suzie will be directing with a Drama Producer in July and which they will edit in August. The track will be distributed via Itunes and other outlets while the film will be released via Youtube 
In addition the MacBeth will give us a whole evening free with Smiffy heading the bill, and Galileo and another group ‘Angels don’t have a flight-plan’ featuring.  Launching the single and video will mean ongoing publicity and funds.  Matt showed the meeting a poster designed for the event by his son which was much admired.  Tickets could be obtained from www.WeGotTickets.com  or at the door.  The date provisionally agreed for this event is Saturday 5th September.
Action: Matt/Suzie

New Book On CCRC.   A Parliamentary launch of Michael Naughton’s book, due out in October, would promote it as well as publicising Sam’s campaign

Action: Paul
School March.   Keith said that Hettie Peters had organised a march of primary and secondary schoolchildren in Hackney from the Town Hall to London Fields, arriving there at approximately 11 am.   The object of the march, taking place on Friday 3rd July, was to celebrate the Borough’s diversity and Keith’s union branch had been asked to steward the event.  Keith agreed to book a stall at London Fields and all agreed that the children might like free badges.  In reply to a question Matt said more T shirts could be made and Pat asked if some could be made in the style of women’s vests.
Action:  Keith/Matt
Underground Distribution.   Matt said Nick had suggested cyber graffiti and, in response to an e-mail to the Justice for Sam Hallam Facebook Group which Shaun (Sam’s cousin) had organised, 90 people had agreed to distribute 10,000 A6 fliers picturing Sam, with 12 reasons why, at tube stations throughout London.  The cost of the fliers is £290 and it was agreed that those willing to distribute them should meet at Old Street Station at 9 am on Saturday 18th July.   The meeting thanked Matt and his son for their design input, work and contacts in the printing business and congratulated them on what they thought would be a most effective event.
Action:  Matt/Shaun
7.     Publicity (Item 6 from 30/04/09)
Jane and Patrick’s rather wayward understanding of metric measurements had led the local printer to demonstrate physically just how long the balcony banner would be.  He suggested, sympathetically and tactfully, that we might like to put the order on hold until we’d checked the measurements again.  Paul said that the planning rules might prevent it being hung for too long but it would make a very good postcard.
Action:  Jane/Paul/Patrick
8.     Visits to Sam (Standing Item)
Marjorie had visited Sam recently and found him in good form.  Matt, Matt’s son and Smiffy were due a visit.
Action: Continuing
9.     Finance & Fund-Raising (Item 9 from 30/04/09)
The Trust Account still stood at £5070 but £300 would be needed to reimburse for printing posters & tri-folds and £50+ for stationery, envelopes, postage etc.  The balcony banner would cost £200 and there would be further expenditure on future publicity material and events planned at this meeting but, overall, the Treasurer felt that campaign funds would remain reasonably healthy particularly bearing in mind upcoming benefits, gigs etc.  
Action:  Continuing
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 2nd July 2009 at 7.30 pm.
JM 04/06/09
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