Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign meeting held on 29/05/2008 
1. CCRC Update (Standing Item)
Paul said he and Sam had received a letter dated 22/05 from the Commission confirming that cases are dealt with in order of receipt, with priority being given to those in custody.  Additionally they were prepared to take into account factors such as the health and age of an applicant or witness or evidence that might not keep.  Paul reiterated that Sam’s age – he was imprisoned as a teenager – was a factor which should be taken into account.  Equally important was the fact that the case was reliant on witness evidence which not only fades with time but in the case of young people who are liable to move away from the area (as one already has) is likely to be lost altogether.   Paul said he would be happy to hear if anyone has other points that could be put forward. 

In relation to submissions of additional new evidence, the Commission’s letter also said that “if we receive submissions from you at a late stage, especially if they raise entirely new issues, the Commission may decide that the most appropriate approach is for those submissions to be treated as a new application.  If that happens, and your new application is accepted, it may have to join the queue before it is allocated for review”.

Paul explained that the Commission, who had already put preservation orders on material held by the police, had the same powers as the police in respect of compelling witnesses, impounding documents, CCTV footage etc.   
In light of the above it was agreed that Paul will start a new submission, prepare wording for a petition and postcard and e-mail designs to Penny.

Wendy had received a letter from Meg Hillier MP saying it could be 6 months or more before a caseworker was allocated but, as it was not clear whether the 6 months started from the receipt of the submission or the Commissioner’s categorisation of the case, Jane agreed to contact them for clarification.  Later:  Wendy received a letter dated 6th June from Meg Hillier MP confirming, in a letter from the Commission to the MP that Sam’s application will be allocated for review “some seven months from receipt of the application, which in this case would be at the end of September 2008”
Action: Continuing
2.  Future Events (Standing Item)
i)     Parachute Jump 
Sponsorship forms have been supplied and are accessible from the campaign website.  Bobbyleigh’s parachute jump will take place on Sunday 1st June, subject to visibility.  She will let Wendy know when onlookers are expected to arrive.  Paul warned that the organisers’ website said the jump could take place anytime between 11 am and 7 pm.  Transport is organised and Wendy has told the Hackney Gazette that the campaign can provide photographs.
.
Action:  Bobbyleigh
ii)    Sam’s 21st birthday 
Wednesday 9th July coincides with a visit day and Sam’s family will agree, outside this meeting, who accompanies Paul and Wendy on the visit.  Wendy, Paul and Jane will look into the availability and hire of an open top bus to travel to Aylesbury that day which can be decorated with balloons and a banner.  We should consider leafleting Hoxton about the event, asking people to send Sam birthday cards and giving the event the widest possible publicity.
Action:  Wendy, Paul & Jane
iii)   Public Meeting:  Shoreditch Town Hall/Outdoor Event
The meeting concluded that, even with the 20% discount, the hire of the hall was too expensive, given the problematic nature of the event at this stage in the campaign.  Lorraine suggested the possibility of an outdoor event, particularly with the children in mind, which could be held in the church grounds, possibly in August, or inside if it is wet.  Jackie or Wendy will speak to the vicar to see what is possible.

Action:  Wendy/Jackie

iv)   Other Events
A march was suggested  with petition, from this venue to Hoxton Town Hall where Meg Hillier has her surgery on the first Monday in September. Keith undertook to take on police permission for such an event.

Action: Keith
3.   Finance (Standing Item))
With the return of the deposit on the helium the Grand Total in the Treasurer’s Trust Account stands at £2590.
4.   Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 26th June at 7.30 pm.

Jm 20/06/08
PAGE  
2

