Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 25/03/2010 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Pat, Jackie and Anoop.
2.     Minutes of 25th February meeting
 These were agreed.
3.     Matters arising from minutes not already on the agenda
Paul supplied some new posters for people to display in windows

4.     CCRC   (Item 4 from 25/02/10)

Paul gave the meeting an update and will give further information when it becomes available.   

Action:  Continuing
5.     Reports Back:  Do You Call This Justice?19th February (Item 5 from 25/02/10)
A copy of the 7th March reply received from the Secretary of State for Justice in response to our postcard of 19th February was circulated.   The meeting observed that in classic Civil Service tradition the letter
i. Failed to address the issue of the two years which have elapsed since the submission of new evidence.
ii. Indicated that it would be inappropriate for the Minister to interfere, which we had not asked him to do.
iii. Failed to address the issue of £130m of taxpayers’ money being spent on refurbishing the Ministry of Justice offices and 
iv. While stating that the CCRC had been asked to reduce its spending by 2% in 2009/10 and 2010/11, omitted to mention that since 2003 the Commission has 20% less Case Review Managers.
v. Implied that reducing the Commission’s funding would lead to increased efficiencies and effectiveness.
Action:  Drop 
6.     Future Campaign Events   
a)     General Election/Council Elections   (Item 6b from 25/02/10)

It now looks pretty certain that these will take place on May 6th.  Paul recapped that there is a £500 limit per constituency on what outside bodies can spend to influence candidates.   He circulated a draft letter which could be sent to Parliamentary candidates in Hackney asking two questions
· Do you support the campaign for new evidence in Sam Hallam’s case to be referred to the Court of Appeal?

· Will you, if elected, press for Ministry of Justice cuts to the Criminal Cases Review Commission to be reversed so that claims of wrongful conviction may be investigated promptly and thoroughly?

Ben said there may be 5 candidates in Hackney North and as many as 8 in Hackney South and Shoreditch.   He will let us know about forthcoming hustings meetings.  It was agreed that we should concentrate our energies in Hackney South and Paul could ask Molly to do something in Hackney North.   
The second idea was to print posters for windows with the message to canvassers “Don’t call here unless you support Justice for Sam Hallam” and those present said they could count on a sufficient number of local people to distribute the posters to residents.   Tom suggested the posters could be done in A5 as well.   It was not proposed to target Council elections since local Councillors have been supportive but we may ask The Hackney Gazette to print an opinion piece/letter from the campaign.

.

Action:  All Campaign Committee

b)     Social on April 24th – Regan Way (Item 6c from 25/02/10)

Wendy confirmed that the hall had been booked for 24th April for which Paul supplied 150 tickets.   She would be getting the licence with Jackie tomorrow and the DJ had already been booked.    It was generally agreed that it would not be necessary to provide food but that those who had helped with successful benefits in the past would help again this time.  Jane will organise a cash advance for necessary purchases.
Action:  Wendy/Jackie/Lorraine/Marge/Myra/Jane
c)      ‘ Someone To Blame’ Theatre Project (Item 6b from 25/02/10)

Paul congratulated David on his direction of ‘Moonfleece’ which had got excellent reviews; he urged people to go and see it when it returns to London in early April.  David reported that he had held interviews with individuals who had been helpful and he hoped to do a few more soon, including Wendy.   Laura had never received Jane’s letter of 30th January about the reading so she had re-sent it recently.  Laura had now confirmed that she’d received it and would be passing it on to Ray when he’s back in the country.   

Action:  David
d)     Hackney Unites Conference

Paul circulated information about plans for a community event to be held in Hackney on June 5th.   A stall has been booked but supplies of badges, booklets, T shirts etc. need to be checked.    It was generally agreed that the black T shirts were more popular than the white.  Jane will check with Matt on the design and supply.

Action: Jane

e)     Sponsored Cycle Ride to Runnymede (Item 6d from 25/02/10)

As the route from Hoxton to Runnymede is 29 miles it was agreed to drop this idea.
Action:  Drop
7.     Ideas For Future Campaign Activities  (Item 7 from 25/02/10)  
The meeting regretted that Matt and Susie were absent as a number of ideas had been discussed with them in outline.   David felt that quite a lot could be done in conjunction with the play.  He had found out about Sam’s campaign through Google and thought the website was good but, as a layman, he didn’t know what he could do to contribute until he read the suggestion, in August, about a play.   He also wondered whether people were shy about offering their services or turning up unannounced at meetings.   There was some discussion about Twitter and its uses as a network for people of Sam’s age and the idea of mobilising the time and energy of students through Student Unions.   Tom said that additional people can be added as administrators to the Facebook site to spread the load in terms of updating and Wendy agreed to contact Shaun about this.   Paul said he would look into the possibility of a Wikipedia article and getting a Paypal account. 








*

Action:  Continuing
8.     Press and Publicity (Item 8 from 25/02/10) 
Lisa Davidsson Weiertz who had an article about the classical music vigil published in the news website www.eastlondonlines.co.uk  had interviewed Wendy recently.  It was hoped that this and the ‘Children and Young People Now’ would be seen shortly.
Action:  Continuing
9.     Visits to Sam 
Wendy had visited recently with Jeannie and Maureen and Daisy had gone on Sunday with her Dad.  Terry, Francis and George were visiting as was Shaun and Jackie would be visiting soon with her family. 
Action:  Continuing
10.    Finance and Fundraising (Item 10 from 25/02/10) 
Jane said she had been doing a bit of fundraising of her own by de-cluttering items surplus to requirements and had raised £123 so far, £100 of which she had put in to the Treasurer’s Trust Account taking it to £3361.32.  In addition an old school -friend of hers had kindly donated £50 which has been put into Sam’s cash account.













Action:  Continuing
The next meeting will be on Thursday 29th April 2010 at 7.30 pm. 
JM 27/03/10    
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