Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 26/03/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in Marjorie’s house.
1.    Minutes of  last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

2.     Gig at MacBeth on 5th March (Item 2 from 26/02/2009)
Matt said that, with some luck, the gig had been successful:  the bar had been busy and the bands were terrific.  The Committee thought luck had only a small part to play and thanked Matt for his hard work, experience and organisation in making it a great evening.  Paul said he had met someone with a connection to Sky and also the Sun newspaper though he had not heard back from her yet.  He observed that a significant number who attended would not normally have come across Sam’s case and this was reflected the following day by the high number of hits on the website.  Anshu, who made the TV documentary with Ray Winstone, was there and may come back with ideas on the broadsheets.  Jane reported that the income from tickets, T shirts and donations on the night had come to £2085 of which one £20 had proved to be counterfeit.  Expenditure for tickets and fliers (£140), T shirts (£200), Security & sound (£227.50) and the 3 bands (£600) totalled £1167.50 leaving a net profit from the gig of £897.50.  Members of the meeting said more money had been collected from ticket and T shirt sales since.  The gig had therefore achieved its aims of promoting awareness beyond Hoxton and particularly among Sam’s age group as well as raising funds.  Jane had sent e-mails on behalf of Wendy and Sam’s family to thank the bands for their performances.  The contribution made by Lois Winstone and her band Galileo, who were not originally billed, was particularly appreciated. 
Action:  Drop
3.     Visits to Sam (Standing Item)
Patrick had recently visited Sam and said he looked fitter and better than when he was in Aylesbury.  Lorraine had also been to see him and more visits were planned.  Wendy had received the photographs from the Family Day.

Action: Continuing

.

4.     Speakers  to Other Organisations (Item 6 from 26/02/09

Paul said that, as arranged, he and Wendy had spoken about Sam’s case at Keith and Valerie’s North Islington Labour Party Ward meeting which had been held in conjunction with their neighbouring Junction Ward on 4th March.

Action:  Drop 
5.     Thanks
The Committee expressed thanks to Marjorie for allowing it to meet at her home once again, while the Green Hut was being repainted, and for her warm hospitality.
6.     Magna Carta Petition (Item 4 from 26/02/09)
Paul said that after discussion with Matt it had been agreed that the purpose of the petition should be amended from seeking the repeal of inconsistent statement evidence to call upon Parliament to restore the funds of the CCRC and a paper expanding on this proposal was circulated.  He drew attention to an October 2008 article in The Times headed “Miscarriages of Justice; are the bad old days returning?” which highlighted the effects the cuts to the CCRC are having throughout the justice system.  To put matters into context, the CCRC’s annual funding is £7 million while security at the G20 will cost more than £7 million a day.  Government cuts in the CCRC service (they have lost 10% of their case managers) have lead to delays in considering the new evidence supporting Sam’s innocence which, in his case, depends largely on witness evidence which clearly becomes less reliable with the passage of time
Almost 800 years after Magna Carta guaranteed “….to no one will we refuse or delay right or justice” innocent prisoners are still having their right to justice delayed.  In Sam’s case justice delayed (by cuts to the CCRC) could literally amount to justice denied.
The text of the petition needs to be in a prescribed format in either ‘traditional’ or ‘modern’ language.  Traditional resonates with the Magna Carta theme but modern would probably be more comprehensible to signatories.  Whatever format is chosen we are urged to consult the Clerk of Public Petitions in the House.  Parchment was suggested as being better for photographic purposes and dressing in period costume was also mooted.  By convention the first signature on the petition should be a constituent of the MP presenting it.  Matt confirmed that he had not yet received a reply from Meg Hillier (Sam and Matt’s MP) to his February e-mail but it was noted that as a Home Office Minister (the department which initially implemented the CCRC cuts) she is unlikely to be in a position to help.  Paul will contact Molly to see if she will approach her MP, Diane Abbott.  Once the petition text is agreed and reproduced Paul outlined the next steps in getting signatories.  We’ve established a campaign postal address (BM Sam Hallam Campaign, London WC1N 3XX) to which supporters can post signed petition forms.  10 signatures per sheet would be ideal and signatories need to provide their names and full home address.  We need to assemble a major mailing consisting of 
i)    a covering letter arguing why we need to protest at the CCRC’s budget cut
ii)   a tri-fold leaflet (already prepared) outlining Sam’s case.

iii) the petition itself – the proposed closing date for posting back to the campaign needed to be 8th June 2009.  The petition form can also be posted for downloading from the campaign website.  The mailing should go to lawyers’ groups such as LAG (The Legal Action Group) and The Haldane Society, civil liberties and human rights groups such as Liberty and The Howard League, churches, other miscarriage of justice campaigns (e.g. University based Innocence projects), trade unions and political party organisations.  Finally – and a fact of contemporary life - the extent to which we’ll secure media attention will depend on how many well-known faces we can bring on board for a ‘photocall.  Patrick said he knew The Alabama Three, Wendy agreed to check whether Ray Winstone might be available, Matt is in touch with Lois Winstone, Mel Blatt, Danny Dyer and Paul with Judith Ward, Gerry Conlon, Paddy Hill and Billy Power.  Paul said we also need to brief the CCRC about these plans, assure them that it is not our intention to “bounce” them into a premature decision on Sam’s case before all the appropriate avenues have been explored, and that our adversary here is not the CCRC but the government.

Action: Paul, Patrick, Matt, Wendy
7.     CCRC (Standing Item)  
Paul said the last time he spoke to the Commission they were still waiting to receive material from Sam’s original solicitor.  They were working on material from The Met and were about to commission cell-site analysis.  We already know Sam had only one call but if Sam’s ‘phone was used analysis tells you within 200 metres where he was.  When Paul has the results of further research from Molly he will get back to the Commission as he needs also to talk to them about Janet Collins
8.     Finance & Fund-Raising (item 7 from 26/02/09
On 10/02/09 the Trust Account stood at £4284.   Of the £897.50 net profit from the gig £200 had been put into  the cash account  and the remaining £697.50 paid into the Trust Account so that at 10/03/09 this held £4981.50 though the Treasurer was aiming for a target of  £5000  before further expenditure was incurred. 
Action:  Continuing 
9.     Publicity
Patrick said he lived at the top of a 20 storey building in central London – some might call it a penthouse – and suggested he could measure up for something to be made, like a banner, which he could attach to his balcony.  Matt suggested that he put the remaining T shirts (15 or so) on E Bay. The meeting warmly endorsed both ideas.
Action:  Patrick, Matt

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 30th April 2009 at 7.30 pm.

JM
17/03/09
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