Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 26/06/2008 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     CCRC Update (Standing Item)
Paul said that the CCRC’s letter to Meg Hillier MP confirming that Sam’s application will be allocated for review at the end of September 2008 is good news.  We don’t know what other material might exist and it is important to keep a ‘weather eye’ on the whereabouts of witnesses.  Until we meet the caseworker we will not get much of an idea of the timetable but Paul will emphasise to them that they should visit Sam (they don’t always visit the subject of the review).
Action:  Continuing
2.     Events (Standing Item)
i)     Parachute Jump 
Bobbyleigh’s parachute jump took place on Sunday 1st June after an 8 hour wait in the grassy fields of Oxfordshire.  The Islington Tribune and the Hackney Gazette had covered the event and a DVD of the jump itself was available.  Sponsorship money is still being collected. The Committee formally recorded huge thanks to Bobbyleigh for the endurance, skill and effort she had displayed in raising much needed funds for the campaign.
ii)    Sam’s 21st birthday & Trip to Aylesbury
For this event on Wednesday 9th July Jane has booked a 60 seat open top bus, with driver and conductor, through Timebus Travel, based in St. Albans.  It has been agreed that Timebus will pick up campaigners/party goers from Mintern Street at 10.45 am, will arrange for banners and balloons to be attached to the bus either near or on arrival at Aylesbury at approximately 13.15  and will drive the open top bus around Aylesbury, passing the YOI  at regular intervals.  Wendy, John, Paul and Archie will visit Sam and it is hoped that campaigners will hold an impromptu birthday party for Sam outside the Institution during the visit.  Wendy is organising a cake and other birthday treats and Paul will distribute advance publicity to local TV and radio stations, the Hackney Gazette and Islington Tribune.  It was agreed that the bus would leave Aylesbury at 16.30 (following the visit to Sam) and arrive back at Hoxton at approximately 18.30.  Keith has kindly agreed to be our Liaison Officer/contact point on the bus & various offers of food/sustenance were made at the meeting. Timebus will provide a personalised display at the front of the bus which will read “Justice for Sam Hallam” which the campaign can keep for future use.   The total hire cost is £1364.75.
iii)   Other Activities

With regard to the suggested march to Hackney Town Hall (not Hoxton Town Hall as previously & erroneously minuted) Keith undertook to speak to Meg Hillier, MP, to check whether she is holding a surgery there on Monday 1st September, and to the police to explain that it would be a media event, if it happened.                    


Action: Keith
3.   Finance  & Fundraising(Standing Item))
The Trust Account still stands at £2590 but by the next meeting it is hoped that sponsorship money from the parachute jump will have been received.
Action:  Continuing

4.   Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 31st July at 7.30 pm.
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