Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 30/07/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Patrick and Marjorie.
2.     Minutes of 2nd July meeting 
 Agreed.
3.     Matters Arising not already on the agenda
The campaign had heard nothing from Islington Trades Council as yet.

4.     Reports  back
Tube leaflets (Going Underground:  Item 5 from 02/07/09)     Although not as many people turned up on 11th July as had committed on Facebook, 5000 leaflets were distributed and there had been positive responses from a wide range of people who had heard or read about Sam’s case.
Meeting with CCRC (Item 4 from 02/07/2009)      Paul said that since the last campaign meeting the CCRC had asked for a meeting with him (as Sam’s named representative) and Wendy which took place on 22nd July.  Present at the meeting were Clive Harding (Investigations Adviser) and Glenn Mathieson (Case Review Manager).  The purpose of the meeting was to communicate lines of investigation which the CCRC proposes to pursue in Sam’s case and to invite the campaign to propose additional areas of inquiry if we felt any relevant issues had been missed.   Paul had raised with them the campaign’s concern about their previous statement that “the Court of Appeal would be unlikely to be persuaded by witnesses who said that SH was not present at the incident…….”   While this might be true if (say) just one witness said Sam was not there, the number and proportion of witnesses standing at different points in relation to the night’s events must have some probative value and the campaign had been careful only to put forward witnesses who knew Sam personally.   The CCRC agreed that it was not possible to predict with any accuracy what stance the Court of Appeal might adopt and that they might be persuaded by such witness evidence in the circumstances.   There was a lot of work to be done. Although the Case Manager would not be keeping Paul, as Sam’s representative, informed of every development in the CCRC’s investigations, he was open to being contacted with any queries or observations and, if anything occurred to campaign members, they should not hesitate to raise matters with Paul in the first instance.
Complaint to BBC re Patrick Maguire interview of 15/07/09   Jane said that she had written to the Producer of Midweek to ask whether Libby Purves’ instruction to Patrick – which was made more than once during the course of their discussion about his art and his concern for the wrongly imprisoned – not to mention the name of “the young man” for whom Patrick was campaigning, had been made for legal reasons or a matter of BBC policy.  The far from satisfactory reply she had received from the Producer said “Had we mentioned the case it would have led inevitably to a more detailed discussion of the circumstances, which was both beyond the remit of the interview and, as you’ll appreciate, with any case under investigation it’s inadvisable for us to comment” but it was not felt to be worth pursuing.
5.     Future Campaign Events (Item 5 from 02/07/09
Football Tournament: Saturday 29th August.   Matt said a “White Horse Team” has already been formed and possibly a team from his workplace.  8 teams would probably be ideal.  It was suggested that Chris Waddle be asked to present a cup at the end of the tournament & Paul/Jane agreed to get a trophy for this purpose.  Thanks to Marge for booking (from 1 -5 pm) & paying for the pitch.   Tom is currently away but back 2 weeks before the match & Jane agreed to liaise with him, on his return, re the provision of goal equipment, referees etc.
Action:  Jane/Paul/Tom
Campaign Social Regan Way: Saturday 19th September   Wendy has booked the hall and D.J. and Paul has supplied 150 tickets to be sold.     Action:  Wendy
Smiffy CD Launch + gig + video: Tuesday 20th October   Matt said The Foundry was disappointing and The MacBeth was booked every Saturday. He was waiting for a launch date and trying to get celebrities for the video.  The 5th anniversary of Sam being jailed would be Tuesday 20th October and the meeting agreed that the MacBeth should be booked for that evening for the gig
Action: Matt/Suzie
6.     Publicity Material
The new tee-shirts were ready and Matt had already collected £30 from sales.  He had run off another 100 posters with the new image.   Paul distributed a graph showing statistics of visits to the campaign website, roughly demonstrating that there are over 1000 visits per month.   After the Independent article by Mark Hughes and the Petition to Parliament this rose to 1,700.

Action:  Continuing
7.     Visits to Sam (Standing Item)
Bobby had visited with John Rudder.  Future visits would include Daisy, Danny & Sam’s dad, Wendy & Jeannie, Pat & Chris and Paul & Jane in August.
Action: Continuing
8.     Finance and Fundraising (Item 7 from 02/07/09)
Cash for Sam (£50) +Tee-shirts (£150) would leave the Trust Account at £3343.33.    £222 for the football pitch had been paid out of the £500 cash advance for the benefit night.
Action:  Continuing
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 27th August 2009 at 7.30 pm
JM 11/08/09
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