Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 31/07/08 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     CCRC Update (Standing Item)
Paul said the format or timetable won’t be known until we speak with the caseworker at the end of September but it is likely that the CCRC will contact him initially as he is Sam’s named representative.  He can either go to them in Birmingham or they may prefer to come to London but Paul will stress that they should visit Sam personally.  The length of the review will depend on a number of factors including the thoroughness required, the ease or difficulty of getting hold of witnesses, especially young ones, but it should not take more than months because we have not, for example, got scientific or forensic evidence to be examined.  The CCRC caseworkers are overworked and under-funded but if we haven’t heard anything by the end of September we’ll need to get in touch with them to find out what is happening.
Action:  Continuing
2.     Sam’s 21st birthday & Trip to Aylesbury
The meeting agreed that it had been worth arranging the open top bus tour and birthday party outside the prison even though the weather had been atrocious and the publicity consequently disappointing.  The ITV cameraman didn’t wait for the bus to arrive because of the constant rain and Meridian TV, who had a short item on the event (which only Penny & Paul saw on the web the following day), said they did not have the resources to provide a copy even though Jane offered to pay for it.  Lorraine and Jane had spoken to a reporter from a local paper as had Sam’s brothers but despite searching the local press on the web they had found no coverage.  However Sam had seen the TV item and had received over 80 birthday cards.  In addition two people who had driven past the soaked birthday party, outside the prison, had joined the campaign.  Everyone agreed that the policeman on duty near the birthday party had been both helpful and courteous.  Keith reported that he had recovered from being left in the lay-by 4 miles outside Aylesbury in the pouring rain and not retrieved for almost 2 hours as well as being locked inside the prison visitors toilet.  He could recommend nearby Stoke Mandeville hospital for efficient and courteous treatment though he had had to assure them that being soaking wet was not part of his condition.  Wendy said that now Sam was 21 he will be moved from the Young Offenders Institute and he had been told that he would be transferred to H.M. Prison Kingston in Portsmouth.
3.     Planned Public Meeting in Hoxton area
Paul’s personal view was that we should go for the Regan Way Community Hall.  It was agreed that Wednesday 24th September would be the best date.  Wendy will confirm the date with Paul so that he can do advance publicity and will also ask Laura if Ray Winstone might be free to come that day.  It was also agreed to hold another benefit night on Saturday 11th October.
Action:  Wendy

4.     Other Activities
The possibility of a fun day for children was discussed but it was concluded that a) with items like “Bouncy Castles” etc it could prove expensive because of the necessary insurance and b) such an event would be unlikely to yield the appropriate level of publicity.  In relation to future fund-raising activities members of the meeting agreed to find out whether some campaign members held a trader’s licence and, if not, what it might cost if we held a market stall or had a car boot type sale.
Action:  All
5.   Treasurer’s Report (Standing Item))
At the last meeting the Trust Account stood at £2590.  With £700 received since then in sponsorship money from Bobbyleigh’s parachute jump it increased to £3290.  Net interest (tax deducted) of £12.34 had been added to the account taking it to £3302.34.  After payment for the open top bus to Timebus of £1364.75 the account is left with £1937.59 as at today’s date.  Wendy said more sponsorship money was due for collection.
Action:  Continuing

5.   Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 28th August at 7.30 pm.
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