Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 29/01/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut
1.    Minutes of  last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

2.     Gig at MacBeth on 5th March (Item 7 from 04/12/2008)
Matt reported that Lois Winstone had recently appeared in a video with The Winter Kings and had asked if she and her band, Galileo, could also perform at the benefit for Sam.  Ray Winstone and his wife will be attending.  Their other daughter, Jaime, whose boyfriend is Alfie Alllen will also be there.  Channel 4 will be filming, not for Sam, but for the musical performances but when it is transmitted there should be some publicity as the stage will be dressed with Sam’s banner.  The venue has a capacity for 350.  200 tickets at £7.50 each are here in batches of 10 and flyers.  60 tickets have already been sold and some are behind the bar at The White Horse.  There’s likely to be quite a lot of press interest so some tickets are being held back for journalists and celebrities. 

Matt said the T shirts – 10 x XL, 20 x L, 10 x M and 10 x S – will be delivered tomorrow.  Campaign members agreed to meet him on Saturday 31st at The White Horse to market the T shirts and other publicity material in Hoxton Street where posters had already been distributed.  More posters could be made, if needed, as well as more T shirts though the latter process took time.

Paul would cover the “serious press” while Matt would deal with the music press. They agreed that it would upset Channel 4 if other TV/film crews covered the event though Smiffy, the rapper, wanted to bring a TV crew.  There was no objection to Anoop continuing with her documentary filming or campaigners taking photographs/videos for the campaign.  Matt is paying for 4 bouncers but asked for volunteers to take tickets, direct to cloakrooms, assist with general security on the night:  several offers were made.

Paul asked if we could encourage younger supporters to fly-post shops in Hoxton and The Angel but Pat thought youngsters did not like going out of their area or “comfort zone”.  He added that Keith had planned to put the event on the Hackney Unison e-mail which had 1000 recipients. It was noted that Manic Creatures were now called Monster Hospital.

Jane agreed to note the distribution and number of tickets to be sold out of the 200 lodged here: money received in exchange for them to be returned to her for accounting purposes. Paul said we need to do an assessment in a couple of weeks’ time of what has been done/remains to be done.

Action:  All/Matt/Paul/Jane
3.   Visits to Sam
Jane had visited Sam yesterday for the first time with Paul and Wendy.  He is enthusiastic about the printing course he’s doing and seems happier at Bullingdon.  Wendy will be visiting again with Elaine on Sunday.

Sam has been chosen as one of three inmates at HMP Bullingdon to meet the Princess Royal when she visits the prison shortly.
4.    Any Other Business 
Petition
Matt proposed that we petition Parliament on Monday June 15th at 12.15 pm to repeal S119 of the Criminal Justice Act 2003, the section that allows previous inconsistent statements to be admissible.  It would be good if Ray Winstone could present the petition to Meg Hillier.  Paul agreed it was a good idea but pointed out that Parliamentary petitions traditionally have to be put in very archaic language.  If it was a constituency matter it would ordinarily be right to approach Meg Hillier:  as she’s a Home Office Minister she might not want to be involved anyway. If Meg Hillier unable/unwilling, agreed we would ask MPs with an interest in criminal justice issues such as Bob Marshall-Andrews, John McDonnell, Jeremy Corbyn etc. Finally we would need to provide cogent reasons why this piece of legislation should be repealed.  Although we know that this provision was the only thing that enabled the jury to convict in Sam’s case, others have argued there were good reasons for changing the law.  The significance of the date is the signing of Magna Carta and Matt said it would be good if we could have the petition on the website.  He will e-mail Meg Hillier to establish whether she wishes to receive the petition and Matt and Paul will liaise further on its formulation/promotion.
Action: Matt and Paul

5.    Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 26th February 2009 at 7.30 pm.
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01/02/09
PAGE  
1

