 Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 24/02/2011 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from Marge and Lorraine.  Kenneth was introduced.
2.     Minutes of 27th January 2011 meeting
These were agreed.
3.     Matters arising from minutes not already on the agenda
None

4.     Case Update  (Item 4 from 24/02/11)

Paul said there was nothing further to report this month.
Action:  Continuing
5.     Someone to Blame Theatre Project  on 4th February (Item 5 from 24/02/11
Most present had gone to the reading and Paul invited observations. David said that for his part it had surpassed his expectations:  he had anticipated that those directly involved in Sam’s case would be affected emotionally but it had delighted him to find that producers and others from the industry had also found it moving.  He praised the actors who were hardworking and committed and were providing their services free because they believe in Sam’s case.  He said that The Blue Elephant in South London had approached him as had the English Touring Theatre which was promising. Tess has to do a little re-writing before submitting the script to their artistic director. David said he thought The Courtyard Theatre in Pitfield Street had a gallery and suggested the possibility of combining a show and art gallery with some of Patrick Maguire’s work.
Paul said he was concerned, politically, that his character in the play was portrayed as some sort of saviour when, in fact, it was community and public support that made the real difference to effective campaigns.  Tom thought the point at which the play became really powerful was when the police interview with Sam took place. David thought the last part was quite overwhelming and the court scenes more dramatic than he’d originally envisaged. Everyone who had attended agreed it was a strong piece because of the accuracy and facts as stated.  There followed some discussion about the desirability of using real names and David thought he and Tess might need to consider using pseudonyms, while recognising that if a person’s name had already been mentioned in the media, it can be used in the play.
Action:  Continuing
6.     Future Campaign Events 
a)     Shoreditch Festival
Paul wondered whether this would be taking place this year as the only information on their website refers to last year’s event.

b   )  Market Stall
Jane will progress the trader’s licence with Wendy.

c)     Court of Appeal
Some discussion took place about an event at the Court of Appeal, possibly in May.  Some favoured a walk and various routes were suggested, including from the Ministry of justice to the Court of Appeal.
Action:  Continuing
7.     Finance and Fundraising (Item 7 from 24/02/1)
Jane said the Treasurer’s Trust Account was currently the same as last month i.e. £2418.80 although £198 needs to be deducted from that figure to allow for transport costs to and from Theatre 503 in Battersea.  We are holding our head above water but we need to do some more fundraising to boost Sam’s “cash account”  
Action: Continuing

8.     Visits to Sam.

John, Danny, Tom, Tommy, Timmy, Jo, John Cullivan, had all visited. Paul will post ‘photos of the family day visit on the website.

9.     Any Other Business
a)     Ben drew attention to the fact that the next meeting would be 31st March 2011 and not 24th March 2010 as stated.

b)     Tess said a nephew of Cardinal Basil Hume had expressed interest in Sam’s case.  Paul said that, if Sam’s case is referred, observers of all denominations will be welcome.

c)     Paul said he would draw up a briefing on the legal issues in Sam’s case and would liaise with Tom with a view to broadening awareness, not only to his fellow law students but also to lawyers’ groups such as the Haldane Society..

Action: Paul    
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 31st March 2011 at 7.30 pm.

JM 
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