Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 04/12/2008 at 7.30 p.m. in Marjorie’s house
1.    Minutes of  last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

2.     Visits to Sam
Wendy said she had recently seen Sam who had started a printing course.

3.    CCRC Update (Standing Item)
Attached to the minutes of the last meeting are copies of letters that Sam and Paul have received from the Commission.  Basically the letters ask Sam to provide a waiver of privilege which would allow Sam’s trial lawyer and Q.C. to speak freely to the Commission but, as the caseworker explains, it is quite a serious step because a person might not want his solicitor to reveal things said in confidence.  The letter advised Sam to speak to a solicitor or Paul to help him decide; Paul has advised Sam to sign the waiver.  The encouraging aspect is that in his letter the caseworker says he’s thinking of speaking with Sam and he’ll let Paul know as and when he wishes to do this.  Less encouraging is that it also states that at these early stages of a review there are “delays in identifying and obtaining relevant material” but, given that such material is almost exclusively in the hands of the Metropolitan Police, Paul will be asking the caseworker, when he contacts him shortly, why there is such delay unless it is due to the volume of material.
In answer to a question, Paul said that the Q.C. has nothing to blame himself for since he only worked on the material with which he had been provided.  Sam was straightforward both with the duty solicitor and his solicitor so we are happy for the Commission to have all the material.  The key to the entire case is BK’s second statement which is the only statement that has Sam doing something.   There followed a discussion about the circumstances in which this second statement was made and agreement was given to the reported conversation being conveyed to the Commission in due course.  

Paul said there are, at least, two tragic ironies in Sam’s case:-

i)     is that he cannot provide any evidence because he wasn’t at the scene of the crime and
ii)    because his family were not familiar with the criminal justice system they didn’t know which lawyers should be consulted.

Action:  Continuing
4.     Social/Finance & Fundraising
Jane said the Benefit Night on November 22nd had been a great success both socially and financially.  Prior to the Social the Treasurer’s Trust Account stood at £2185.38.  Allowing for the expenditure of the DJ (£150) and a counterfeit note (£20) the takings from the evening were £1685.  The Trust Account therefore now stood at £3870.38.
Action:  Continuing

5.     Cards and letters to Sam over the festive period
Keith said there had been a problem getting further ‘Justice for Sam’ Christmas cards printed in time for the Social and for Christmas but it was important that all the cards distributed at the previous meeting were sent.  It was also important for everyone to send Sam a Christmas card or letter; books can, apparently, be sent to him direct from the publishers.  Wendy said that Dolly, her mother who had died suddenly last month, used to send Sam a postal order for £100 once a month.  Wendy could let Sam have £50 in cash when she saw him in less than a fortnight and it was agreed that the campaign Treasurer would send him a postal order for £50 before Christmas and monthly therafter.
Action:  All/Wendy/Jane
6.    Speakers to Other Organisations
Keith suggested this in order to publicise the campaign further.  We could begin with him and Wendy speaking to Hackney Solidarity which meets in the Town Hall in January.  Paul agreed that in the New Year we need to do more of this including keeping the campaign in the local press.   Now that we have a bit more money in the fund it would also be good to get some decent colour posters and publicity.   Wendy agreed to ask the prison authorities, when she visits Sam with Dennis on Family Day on 14/12, if she can get a photograph of Sam alone, for publicity purposes.
Action:  Keith/Wendy/Paul
7.    Any Other Business 

Benefit Gig 
Matt introduced himself to the meeting.  He works in Marketing, is a friend of Sam’s dad, Terry, and has friends who are musicians.  He asked if he could put a proposal to the meeting for a gig to be held on Thursday 5th March 2009 between 8 pm and 1 am at the MacBeth on Hoxton Street, the objectives of which are to raise funds and to promote awareness of the campaign beyond Hoxton, particularly among Sam’s own age group.  The meeting agreed and Matt described the proposal in broad outline.  There would be three acts:
a)  The Winter Kings, an alternative/folk and rock group

b)  Smiffy, a hip hop rapper and

c)  Manic Creatures, an indie band.  Matt had prepared two sets of draft publicity, one in blue and the other in red, promoting the benefit gig and bands; while appreciating each, those present eventually opted for the red version.
Total organisational costs would be in the region of £870.  The venue has a 350 capacity and, anticipating 300 tickets at £7.50, ticket sales would yield approximately £2250.  The bands have said that if 300 tickets are not sold they will reduce their prices.   Matt produced drafts of T shirt designs which were much admired and which will appeal to Sam’s age group.  These would promote the event as well as raising funds.  He said he had invited Mark Thomas to attend the event and asked those present to think of other famous people who might attend.  In terms of general publicity Matt said he was aware that Ian Hislop knew about Sam’s case and that Heather Mills will be doing a piece about it in Private Eye shortly.

The campaign agreed to promote the event on the website, to provide members to help sell the tickets and T shirts and to be responsible for the money raised.   The meeting thanked Matt for his presentation and warmly endorsed his proposal.  Paul said the campaign needed to develop awareness of its existence beyond Hoxton and was very enthusiastic about moving into this new territory.
Action:  All/Matt/Paul/Jane
8.    Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 29th January 2009 at 7.30 pm.

JM
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