Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 24/04/2008 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1. Update on situation with CCRC referral (items 1 from 31/01, 28/02 & 27/03/2008)
Jane Mair said that the Communications Officer from the Commission had made contact this afternoon.  The Chairman of the Commission had initially begun by writing a response to individuals (Keith Veness read an acknowledgment dated 18th April in reply to the postcard he had sent and others present confirmed they had received a similar response). However, the  Commission were not prepared commit the resources and time to reply to the huge number of postcards it had received asking for Sam’s case to be referred to the Court of Appeal.  The Communications Officer emphasised that the Commission was independent and impartial and therefore not swayed by external pressure.  Jane had replied that the Campaign did not doubt the Commission’s impartiality:  It was simply concerned about the length of time it seemed to take to allocate a worker to Sam’s case, given the amount of time he had already spent in prison for a crime he had not committed.  The Campaign was also concerned that reductions in the funding of the Commission would lead to further delay.  The Communications Officer said cases were allocated strictly in order though priority was given to those in custody.  She said she could not provide an exact figure but waiting times for caseworkers to be allocated have been reduced.
Paul May said he thought we needed to send more postcards simply saying we wanted a caseworker allocated.  One of the reasons time is of the essence is that the nature of the fresh evidence in Sam’s case is that it fades with time because it relies on the memories of witnesses, unlike forensic evidence which remains the same over time.  Another good reason for Sam’s case to be given priority is his age; the years from 17 to 21 are developmental, formative, important ones.  Last but not least it is not Sam’s problem that the Commission has a waiting list.  Paul invited views about halting or continuing to send postcards .  The meeting agreed it was unnecessary to be hostile but it was important to maintain pressure.  It was suggested that postcards could be sent which said something along the lines of “don’t reply to our postcard but do get a caseworker allocated”
Paul distributed a checklist of ideas that could be pursued and asked that people give some thought to it:  in particular if anyone knew a good Graphic Designer could they let Paul know as he believed his ability in this area to be only adequate.

Although offers of help with legal costs had been made Paul cautioned against this on the grounds that a) it was not necessary at this stage of the campaign and b) Sam would be likely to forfeit his right to legal aid.

Molly Mulready-Jones had suggested doing another market stall but as nothing can be sold without a trader’s licence it would only mean distributing postcards and leaflets.
Action:  All
2.  Future Events (Items 2 from 31/01, 28/02/ & 27/03/08).
i)     Public Meeting: Shoreditch Town Hall
Jane provided a list of available dates for June.  There was no capacity between the Assembly Hall of 600+ and the Council Chamber of 120 (both theatre style).  The current cost is £700 for 2 hours but she was investigating the possibility of a discount.  Wendy agreed to find out when Ray Winstone might be available.  Paul said 2 months would probably be needed to publicise and do mailings.
Action:  Wendy
ii)   Sam’s birthday 
An open top bus partying in Aylesbury was suggested but the driver would need to be experienced.  Wendy said she would ring Patrick Maguire with a view to seeing whether Peter Stanford from The Independent might be interested in covering the event.
Action:  Wendy
iii)   Parachute Jump.

Currently this is scheduled for Sunday 1st June at 9.30 am at Lewknor near Oxford and the authorities specify that there can be no more than 40 visitors/onlookers.  Keith said that a PSV licence is required if over 16 people are transported.  Wendy and Lorraine will find out from Dan’s Travel whether they can provide minibuses and at what cost.  Bobbie who manages a shop in Highgate is getting sponsorship from her clients.  Paul will ask Molly to speak to The Hackney Gazette in advance:  alternatively there is The Islington Gazette contact and either or both can be provided with photographs of the event.  Paul will arrange sponsorship forms.

Action:  Wendy, Lorraine, Paul.
3. Treasurer’s Report & Finance (items 3 from 31/01, 28/02 & 27/03/08)
Jane said she understood that in 2007 money had been raised at a couple of meetings and expenditure had been incurred on items such as T shirts, a mobile for Wendy, the coach to Birmingham etc. but she was unable to provide detail for that period as no accounts had been set up then.  The following summary covers the period from January 2008 until today:-
27/02     
Nationwide Treasurer’s Trust Account opened with £50 deposit.

03/04     
£490 cash delivered to Keith & Jane from 2007 events & banked 


on 04/04
05/04     
Benefit night expenditure included DJ, bar licence, drinks, food 


and raffle prizes. Cash from bar sales, raffle and tickets totalled 


£1370 banked on 07/04

14/04    
£200 more from tickets + £400 from Wendy’s mother banked on 

17/04.   Grand total = £2510.

Interest, which is about 2.50 %, is credited twice a year and anyone wishing to pay into the account can do so at any branch of Nationwide.
4.  Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 29th May at 7.30 pm.
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