Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 29/10/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
None.
2.     Minutes of 24th September meeting
 Agreed.
3.     Matters arising from minutes not already on the agenda
None.
4.     Future Campaign Strategy   (Item 4 from 24/09/09)

A paper assessing the current state of progress with the campaign for Sam’s release and the strategy necessary to achieve that aim was received and discussed by the meeting.   
Action:  Continuing
5.     Reports Back
Seeing the Light: Friday 16th October.  Susie said the staff involved in the light projection had got really interested in Sam’s case.  The meeting recorded its thanks to Shaun O’Connor for animation preparation and AV wireless equipment hire, to Ed Firth for animation preparation, to Martin Wollerstam and Ed Hicks for the street artists live drawing and to Alexander Pissourios for his camera work.  Special thanks were due to Susie for directing and project managing such an interesting and enjoyable event and for designing such stunning postcards/flyers.
Five Years of Injustice Gig:  Monday 19th October.   Thanks to Smiffy, Leika, Black Danny and Shotgun Venus the gig was ultimately successful but Matt could now reveal that, due to the difficulty he had experienced with the ownership of The MacBeth, it is agreed that we will not be holding another gig there in the future.  Jane said that thanks to Marge and Lorraine’s resilience, tickets, T shirts, CDs and donations raised a total of £947.34 of which £400 was distributed among all the performers, leaving £545 to be banked.  WeGotTickets raised a further £430 which would eventually be transferred and some ticket money yet to be collected meant almost £1000 net from the gig.  Black Danny had most generously handed back their expenses to the campaign fund and it was reported that a cheque was due for the auction of Patrick’s painting.  Jane said that after the gig Shotgun Venus had posted a sympathetic reference to Sam’s case and the campaign on My Space.  Huge thanks were due to Matt for all his hard – and patient – work putting together a highly successful and worthwhile gig for Sam
Candlelight Vigil:  Tuesday 20th October.   Paul said he was sorry he had been unable to attend due to illness. The vigil marking the 5th anniversary of Sam’s imprisonment had gone very well with the musicians being much appreciated not only for their music but for their successful efforts in releasing a paper comet.  Lorraine said a neighbour of hers had made reference to seeing an UFO on the night in question.  The campaign recorded their thanks to the musicians and to The Revd Irena Edgcumbe of St. Anne’s Church who had conducted the vigil and led the prayers at St. Johns Church in the absence of The Revd April Keech 
Action:  Drop
6.     Smiffy CD
Matt said that the agreement with Smiffy is that the proceeds from the first 500 sales will go to Sam’s campaign fund.  We can promote it on the website and arrange to post it out. Negotiations are well underway for the CD to be available via iTunes, CD Baby and other online outlets.

Action:  Matt/Paul/Jane
7.     Further Light Projections
Susie said these were very much at the planning stage but the team wanted to do something quite ambitious to get TV and viral coverage.  The idea was to tell a story but the projection can’t be done on windows or buildings (like the RCJ) which are illuminated at night.
Action: Continuing
8.     Proposed Theatrical Production re Sam
David and Tess introduced themselves to the meeting and said they were going through the paperwork and background on Sam’s case.  They needed to visit him first to see that he was alright with the idea.  They are currently looking into legal issues like copyright and libel and while they’re doing the groundwork, writing the play, the producers, Ben and Will, who are very experienced at getting funding for shows will explore venues.  In reply to questions Paul said a play could not be written by committee, nor could it be 5 years long even though that was the reality but he confirmed that the campaign will have “sign off”.  It would not serve Sam’s interests if facts were concocted as had happened with the film “In the Name of the Father” about the Guildford Four case.  David confirmed that creative control remains with the writers and the producers will not interfere.  It was agreed that the production of the play – towards the end of next year – would be preceded by a rehearsed reading.

Action:  David and Tess 
9.     E-mail re proposed prisoner event  
Paul circulated an e-mail he had received from a group occupying a building in Hackney who wanted to put on a prison(er) information event on the evening of Wednesday 11th November and suggested that is anyone wished to pursue it they should contact the group direct at the address given.

Action:  Drop
10.    Future Campaign Events (Item 7 from 24/09/09)

Tom said he had not had time to progress thoughts about a cycle ride nor had he spoken to his brother but it was recollected that the last campaign meeting had decided against a carol service. He suggested that he might persuade his brother and other music students to provide full orchestral accompaniment at any future vigil outside the Ministry of Justice. The meeting displayed its lack of knowledge of classical music by being unable to name any works on the theme of prisoners but Paul and Tess said they would give the matter further thought.
Action:  Continuing
11.    Campaign Christmas Cards
Paul thanked Matt for producing a higher resolution card which Jane had delivered to her local printers that morning.  They could only do A4 folding into A5 and either all gloss or all matt:  she had chosen matt so people could write on them and, after some difficulty, had negotiated a price of £200 for 2000, to include folding but not the envelopes.  They would be ready in about a week.  It was agreed that we would sell them at £1 for a pack of 4.

Action:  Jane
12.    Press and Publicity
The October events had got some coverage in the Hackney Gazette, Hackney Citizen and Islington Tribune.  Paul showed some leaflets/booklets from previous miscarriage of justice campaigns which at the time had been expensive but effective and wondered whether the meeting thought it would be a good idea to pursue.  Matt said provided it is 70 pages or more you can publish a book online for a set-up cost of around £100 which can be updated and an ISBN number can be allocated so that the book can be ordered “on demand”.
Action:  Continuing
13.    Visits to Sam + new prisoner number
Tommy had visited last week, John and Patrick would be visiting next and Susie, Terry and Daisy with Wendy.  Sam’s new prisoner number is A3535AD.

Action:  Continuing

14.    Finance and Fundraising (Item 10 from 24/09/09)
On 22/09/09 The Treasurers’ Trust Account held £3679.  Further raffle & ticket money (£36.20) from Marge & Lorraine for the social brought the account up to £3715.  The Light Projection on Friday 16th October cost less than we’d budgeted for because the main projection people – Hear Colours – had waived their fee and introduced Susie to Moth.  Total cost including flyers (5000) was £595 which was debited from the account on 22/10/09 leaving it at £3120.  With net profit of £545 banked from the gig the account currently stands at £3665 but further money to be collected (See Item 5 above) is likely to bring the account to a respectable £4000.
Action:  Continuing

15.    Any Other Business

At the gig Lois was heard to say that her dad wanted to do “something big” for Sam and it was agreed that it might be a good idea to try and get a meeting with him on his return from New Zealand, possibly with a view to getting him involved in a reading of the play.

Action:  All

The next meeting will be on Thursday 26th November 2009 at 7.30 pm
JM 02/11/09
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