Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 02/07/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Anoop.
2.     Minutes of May meeting and Matters Arising not already on the agenda
Keith referred to Item 6 (Future Campaign Events) and said that the 3rd July School March would not now be taking place.  Under the same item Wendy said that the Benefit Evening scheduled for 11th July has had to be postponed.
3.     Report back on petition to House of Commons 15th June 2009 (Item 4         from 28/05/09)

Matt said the event had worked well in some ways.  There had been excellent coverage in The Independent, it had got The Sun interested and there was an article in The Guardian online.  Both MOJO and Michael Naughton of the Innocence Project had participated and Duncan Campbell’s Guardian article reflected the fact that Paddy Hill and Billy Power of the Birmingham Six, Gerry Conlon of the Guildford Four and Patrick Maguire of the Maguire Seven had made the time to attend the event and lend their support.   All present placed on record their appreciation of the contribution the Rev. April Keech made to the event, it being described as of “star” quality.   Jane observed that almost everyone, including the MPs Diane Abbott and Jeremy Corbyn, did not rush away immediately after the presentation but remained in discussion for some time which made for a more relaxed and informative atmosphere.   Paul said that we will get a formal answer to the petition in due course.  In the meantime he drew attention to a quote The Guardian had got from the CCRC (in the online article attached to the May minutes) which stated that the 7 month period between submission of Sam’s case and the allocation of a caseworker was “in line with expectation at the time and significantly better than the position in 2005 when a similar case would have waited around 20 months to be allocated” which he found disappointing.
Action:  Continuing
4.     CCRC Upate (Item 5 from 28/05/2009) 
Paul said that attached to the agenda for this meeting were a copy of the notes, with a letter dated 15 June, made by the CCRC following their visit to Sam on 4th June.  He thought the biggest problem with the Commission was their tendency to try and “second guess” what view the Court of Appeal will come to on any particular aspect.  For example the fourth paragraph of their notes states “It was explained to SH that the Court of Appeal would be unlikely to be persuaded by witnesses who said that SH was not present at the incident….” His view was that it should not be the Commission’s role to say how the Court of Appeal would consider fresh evidence.  There were a finite number of people involved in the incident and he will be putting forward arguments which he hopes will demonstrate that numbers matter.  Some of the correspondence also refers to Sam “instructing” solicitors which, given that Sam was 17 at the time of his arrest and had never been in trouble with the law before, seems a little unreal.
To be fair, however, the Commission are looking at ways in which Sam’s alibi may be corroborated and Paul has made a number of suggestions in this respect.    In reply to a question Paul said that if the police denied they had the ‘phones that would go against their own rules.  It was agreed that we needed to apply some pressure on the CCRC on a number of issues.  Paul said that the encouraging fact is that there is still a lot of material to examine.   Paul said that, once people had had the time to read the attached correspondence, if anything occurred to them which they wanted to query or comment upon, they should not hesitate to get in touch with him.
Action: Paul
5.     Future Campaign Events (Item 6 from 28/05/09

Benefit Evening.   Wendy will see if Regan Way is available on either of the first two Saturdays in August.
 Action: Wendy
Going Underground.   This event will now take place on Saturday 11th July.   Matt said that on the Justice for Sam Hallam Facebook 176 people had now volunteered to distribute the A6 flyers.  He will be outside Old Street/City Road, with Sam’s banner displayed on the railings, giving out 50 flyers at a time and invited members of the meeting who wanted to help to join him at any time between 10 am and 3 pm.  He will send out a press release this weekend with a JPEG of the leaflet.  Paul said he would update the website this weekend and notify the e-mail list.

Action:  Matt/Paul
Football Match: Saturday 29th August.   Marjorie had established that Haggerston Park would cost £93 for a full pitch and £46 for a 5-a-side pitch.  After some discussion it was agreed that Marjorie would book a full pitch, which could be divided into 2 x 5-a-side pitches, plus the necessary extra equipment for two simultaneous games.  It was agreed that contestants needed to be 15 years old and above and that 12-15 teams should be the maximum for the tournament.   Tom suggested pre-registration with a small fee and Paul undertook to revive the campaign mobile ‘phone for this purpose.  Paul also said he would prepare some flyers and set up a football site e-mail.  Tom had contacted a friend in Arsenal and said that Jeremy Corbyn will be coming to the match.  Wendy said she would speak to Mussy and will ask Ray Winstone if he is available.
Action:  Marjorie/Tom/Paul/Wendy
Smiffy Launch and Gig.   Matt said there had been unavoidable delays in the shooting and editing of the video but the single will be available for downloading via Itunes and Amazon.  The date of the gig has now shifted to Saturday 10th October,the Saturday nearest to the 5th anniversary of Sam being jailed and it’s more likely it’ll take place at The Foundry in Old Street instead of at the MacBeth.
Action: Matt/Suzie
6.     Visits to Sam (Standing Item)
Matt, Matt’s son and Smiffy had visited Sam recently.   Laura and Gary had visited yesterday and Danny will be going soon.
Action: Continuing
7.     Finance and Fundraising (Item 9 from 28/05/09)
Jane gave the following breakdown:-
Income









£








	As at 28/05/2009
	5070

	Interest received on 30/06/2009
	      2

	Total
	5072


Expenditure

	Printing of posters & trifolds
	  300

	Cash advance for benefit night
	  500

	Cash for Sam
	    50

	Travel, catering, helium, balloons etc for Petition Day
	  120

	Printing cartridges, stationery, postage since April
	  228.45

	Flyers & T shirts
	  330

	Total
	1528.45


Income in Trust Account as at 02/07/2009



=      
       3543.33
Action:  Continuing
8.     Any Other Business 

T-Shirts.    Matt said that Gary will do white T shirts with the images produced by Matt’s son for £5 each.  He had explored the idea of making some T shirts in the style of women’s vests but this had not proved practical. 
Action:  Matt
The Sun.    Matt said the Deputy Features Editor of The Sun has wanted to run an article on Sam for weeks but it keeps getting bumped by other stories.  She has apologised for this but says it will be run.

Action:  Continuing
Islington Trades Council.    Keith said the Council would welcome a speaker from the campaign.

Action:  Keith/Paul
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 30th July 2009 at 7.30 pm
JM 09/07/09
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