Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 27/08/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Suzie.
2.     Minutes of 30th July meeting
 Agreed.
3.     Matters Arising not already on the agenda
None.

4.     CCRC   (Item 4 from 30/07/2009)      Paul said that there wasn’t much to report.  He had seen Sam last week and had discussed with him the progress, or what seemed the lack of it, being made and the pros and cons of possible courses of action.  Paul recognised how frustrated campaign members felt at the length of time it was taking to prove Sam’s innocence but reiterated that there was a lot of hard work to be done in establishing certain facts.  He also explained that when he had put it to the Commission that each Case Review Manager probably had 50 cases to examine as part of his/her workload at any one time this had not been denied.
Action:  Continuing
5.     Future Events (Item 5 from 30/07/09
Football Tournament: Saturday 29th August.   Paul had checked the football ground which is at the Pitfield Street end of Shoreditch Park with pitches dedicated to 5-a-side and goals in situ and had delivered the trophy and medals to Wendy.  Matt said the “White Horse team” would be there and Marge said that Lorraine’s boys were spreading the word about the tournament.  Wendy thought there would be enough teams for matches to continue from 1 to 5 pm but Jane was concerned that we didn’t have enough referees.  Tom’s offer to referee was immediately accepted and he said he might be able to find another; he would also   provide “bibs”.   Wendy agreed to bring the banner to the pitch, to provide refreshments and, before Saturday, to buy some footballs.  Jane said that Keith Magnum had publicised the event on the Hackney Citizen website on 22nd August.  It was agreed that as many as could would meet on the day at 12.30pm.
Action:  Tom/Wendy
Social Regan Way: Saturday 19th September.   Pat said the food was organised and Wendy said she’d start selling tickets after the football match.

Action:  Wendy    
Smiffy CD Launch + gig + video: Tuesday 20th October   Matt said The MacBeth is booked.  Lois Winstone’s band will appear before Smiffy who might perform with a live band on the night.  The video is going ahead, there will be a single for Sam and a full CD.  Matt will liaise with Paul about publicity nearer the date.  
Action: Matt/Suzie
6.     Five Years of Injustice – ideas
Paul said he had had two ideas though they were not as “thought through” as Matt’s proposals usually are.  One was to project an image of Sam, possibly on the Courts of Justice, combining it with a vigil.  Tom suggested the new Supreme Court, opposite Parliament, as a suitable venue.  Matt said he would investigate with Suzie possible sources of equipment which were not too expensive.

Action:  Matt/Suzie/Paul 
The second idea, a long term project, was to mount a play since the facts of Sam’s case would lend themselves quite well to such a treatment and theatre has a stronger impact, in such circumstances, than film.  Paul recalled that at a play put on at the Royal Court for the Birmingham Six he couldn’t move for people wanting to join the campaign.

Action:  Continuing 
7.     Visits to Sam (Standing Item)
Wendy said Tommy had been to see Sam as well as 3 school-friends. Danny & Ronnie had visited as had Pat and Chris & Jane & Paul with Wendy & Daisy.
Action: Continuing
8.     Finance and Fundraising (Item 8 from 30/07/09)
The Trust Account still stood at £3543.55 but in the next week or so £370 would be transferred out leaving it with £3173.55.   The sums were as follows:-
£150
T shirts
£100
Cash for Sam

£ 70
Football Trophy

£ 50
Footballs & Refreshments, 

From the £278 remaining cash (originally advanced for the benefit night) £150 had been paid out for 30 laminated versions of The Independent article & £130 for 50 DVDs of the Ray Winstone documentary plus posters.  Net deficit £2. 
Action:  Continuing
9.     Any Other Business
Paul reported that Gillie had met Roy Greenslade, at The Edinburgh Festival, who used to edit the Daily Mirror and is currently Professor of Journalism at City University.  Gillie had said that he had expressed an interest in Sam’s case and apparently remembered Paul from previous campaigns.  Paul recalled that his wife, Noreen Taylor, was an investigative journalist.  Roy Greenslade also has a column in the Guardian and in The Evening Standard so if he could get his School of Journalism involved that would be good.  Paul agreed to pursue this lead.
Action:  Paul

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 24th September 2009 at 7.30 pm
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