Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 30/04/2009 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Keith and Valerie, Patrick and Pat.
2.     Minutes of  last meeting

The minutes of the March meeting were agreed.

3.     Matters Arising not already on agenda

None
4.     Petition to House of Commons 15th June 2009 (Item 6 from 26/03/09)

Paul recapped on the proposal for a petition to be presented to Parliament protesting the under-funding of the Criminal Cases Review Commission (CCRC).   Jane had consulted the Commons Journal Office on the text of the petition in early April but only the Clerk of Public Petitions could agree the exact wording and she was on leave for a fortnight.  The suggested wording has now been adopted and Paul circulated copies of the petition for further distribution.  Signatures to it must be original, handwritten and must show not only the names but the addresses of petitioners: photocopied or electronic signatures cannot be accepted.  Matt reported that Meg Hillier was on maternity leave.  Paul said Molly had approached her MP, Diane Abbott who had not only agreed to present the petition but who is also going to try and get a meeting with Jack Straw, Justice Minister.  By convention, Molly will therefore, as Diane Abbott’s constituent, be the first signature on the petition.
As agreed at the last meeting, Paul has done a mailing to lawyers’ groups and associated organisations which consisted of:-

i)     a covering letter explaining why we are protesting at the cuts to the             
       CCRC budget
ii)    a tri-fold leaflet outlining Sam’s case and

iii)   the petition itself. 

The London Innocence Project has already responded, offering its support for the campaign.

The deadline for the return of petitions is June 8th.    Supporters can also post signed petition forms to the campaign postal address which is:-
BM Sam Hallam Campaign

London WC1N 3XX

In terms of publicity on June 15th we don’t need permission to do a ‘photo-call on College Green but we should bear in mind that the police are currently a bit jumpy because of the ongoing Tamil protests outside the House.  Matt agreed to approach Ray Winstone, Lois, Jaime and Lily Allen.  Paul will approach the Birmingham Six, Patrick Maguire and Annie, Gerry Conlon from the Guildford Four and Judith Ward.   Wendy will get in touch with Anshu who made the TV documentary with Ray Winstone.
Action:  Matt/Paul/Wendy

5.     CCRC Upate (Item 7 from 26/03/2009)   
Jane had spoken recently to Sam’s caseworker at the CCRC to explain the background to the petition and its purpose, to brief them about forthcoming events and to explain that the campaign’s criticism was not directed, in any way, at the CCRC but was intended for the government.  She had also emphasised that the publicity which the petition might attract was not intended to “bounce” the CCRC into a premature decision in Sam’s case before all avenues had been properly explored and was reassured to learn that they do not intend to rush his case.   She hoped she had managed to convey to the CCRC that the petition was intended to draw attention to how modest the Commission’s budget was (compared with other government funding), how any further cutbacks could exacerbate serious delays in investigating cases and how under-funding had already led to delay in getting a caseworker allocated to Sam’s case.   Sam’s caseworker explained that there had been some delays in getting necessary material from outside organisations.   Also the Commission has to look at issues over, above and beyond those raised by the applicant himself to see if new evidence justifies a fresh appeal.  Such matters take time rather than simply being issues of capacity.  One of the difficulties of Sam’s case is that we are trying to prove a negative i.e. Sam wasn’t even there so, although his case relies on witness evidence which unfortunately fades with time, there are good reasons in this case for not taking  any shortcuts.  Jane and the CCRC caseworker agreed that she should also speak to their new Head of Communications but as it’s a Bank Holiday this will probably not happen until next week.
Paul had received a copy of a letter addressed to Sam from his Case Review Manager to say that he had now received and read the material he had been waiting for and would be making arrangements to visit Sam in the next few weeks

Action: Jane
6.     Publicity (Item 9 from 26/03/09)
Patrick had designed a new poster for the campaign which Jane & Paul had got printed locally.  1000 of these and of the tri-fold leaflet had been printed, at a cost of £300, of which approximately half would be left for the meeting to distribute to shops, businesses, colleagues etc as they saw fit.  Patrick had also designed a mock up of his balcony banner which looked good.  Jane agreed to check measurements and investigate costs.
Action:  Jane
7.     Visits to Sam (Standing Item)
Wendy and Suzie will be visiting Sam shortly as will Laura, John and Danny.  Wendy also plans a visit the day after the next campaign meeting which coincides with her 50th birthday.
Action: Continuing
8.     Future Campaign Events
Lorraine and others suggested holding a Benefit night on Saturday 11th July (close to Sam’s 22nd birthday) at Regan Way:  agreed that those who had been successful in organising previous benefits would take the lead on this.
Tom suggested a fund-raising football match, probably for a Saturday afternoon in August, with spectators.  Sam is a footballer and it should attract young people.  Tom will liaise with Keith over suitable pitches/venues in Hackney.

Tom said that if we did get a meeting with the Minister we would need to be well briefed.  He noted that the outgoing Chairman of the CCRC was pretty scathing about the cuts and suggested we might put in a request for staffing matters/budgets under the Freedom of Information legislation as well as possibly a motion at the Labour Party Conference.

Matt said he was working towards something in September but it was too early to discuss.  All ideas were warmly welcomed.

Action:  Lorraine/Jackie:  Tom/Keith:  Tom/Paul
9.     Finance & Fund-Raising (Item 8 from 26/03/09)
On 10/03/09 the Trust Account held £4981.50.  Late ticket and T shirt sales from the gig had raised a further £215 and expenditure of £126.50 for the British Mono-marks postal address left the Account standing at £5070.

Action:  Continuing
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be on Thursday 28th May 2009 at 7.30 pm.

JM
19/05/09
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