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MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE
Sam old story

ind the wheels of justice -
ou are in jail and irying to
prove your innocence.

Last year the Eye highlighted the case of Sam
Hallam, who as  teenager was convicted on the most
dubious of contradictory identification evidence of
being part of a brutal mob which set upon and killed
an Ethiopian refugee on an east London estte.

Since then campaigners from the area, inciuding
actor Ray Winstone, have compiled and submitted
a dossier of new evidence to the criminal cases
review commission (CCRC), which they claim
proves not only that Sam is innocent but also that
he wasn't evenin the area at the time of the attack.

It includes statements from three new eye-
witnesses who confirm that Sam was not part of the
stoup which invaded St Luke's estate in Finsbury
from neighbouring Hoxton on the night of 11 October
2004; new evidence which further undermines the
credibility o the main witness who “identified him;
and material_indicating that evidence which may
have helped Sam’s defence was either not recorded
by police or not disclosed to his lawyers.

"The file was submitted in February, but because:
the CCRC is overworked and underfunded it has
only recently been allocated to a case worker and,
as Eye readers know, it could be another two years
before any reinvestigation is complete and a
decision taken over whether or not to send the case

back to the appeal court

Sam, meanwhile, who was 17 at the time and
had never beenin trouble before (he had been hoping
t0 join the army), has just spent his 21t birthday in
Biillingdon prison in Bicester, Oxfordshire. For his
family and campaigners — unused to a creaking
justice system which can take decades to putright its
‘mistakes — Sam’s continued detention in the face of
awealth of new evidence is shocking.

Eye teaders may recall that trainee chef Essayas
Kassahun, a refugee from Ethiopia, was brutally
attacked when he went to the aid of a friend, Louis
Colley, who was being pursued by a gang of black
and white youths, some wielding weapons. Colley
escaped but Kassahun was not so lucky. He was
Kicked to the ground and at some stage struck in the
head with a sharp implement, possibly a knife or
something sharp protruding from a baseball bat.

A year later Sam Hallam and a 20-year-old man
called Bullabek Ringbiong were convicted of murder
and sentenced to life. Several others were acquitted.
‘The only evidence against Sam was the testimony of
w0 young people who said he was present — but they
were contradictory and riddled with inconsistencies.

Phocbe Henville made an initial statement to
police inwhich she named four youths whom she saw
on the estate that night. They did not include Sam.
She said she saw someone being attacked and a bat
being raised and swung down and that she lter saw a
black youth carrying a baseball bat and “smiking”

She had told her friend that she had heard
rumours that someone called “Sam”, with blond
hair seen under his hoodie, had been involved. The
following day as they walked out together, her

friend pointed out Sam Hallam, who has very dark
hair. But the next day Ms Henville made a second
statement claiming she recognised Sam as one of
the assailants and noted that he had dark hair

The second witness was Bilel Khelfa, who on
13 October had named Bullabek Ringbiong and
described two white boys, one skinny and aged 19
t0 20 and the other younger and on a BMX bike,
with blond hair poking out from his hood. A week
later, he made a second statement which identified
the blond boy on the bike as Sam Hallam. He said
he had been reminded of Sam’s name by none other
than Ms Henville.

Later, in court, he reverted to his original
statement, saying he had not got a good view of the
youth's face because of the hood and Sam was the
only white boy he knew from the Hoxton area from
‘where the gang had come. Ms Henville also ended
up admitting that if it wasn't Sam Hallam “it was
someone who looked like him”, and that someone
had told her it was Sam.

‘There was no other evidence against Sam. His
lawyers argued that the identification was “wholly
incapable of belief” and too weak to put before a
jury to convict. But the trial judge disagreed — and
Sam, without a watertight alibi, was convicted.

Campaignershopethat scrutiny ofthe prosecution
‘material, including police officers’ notebooks, will
tum up even more material which could clear Sam’s
name. In the meantime they are vigorously fund-
raising:to pay for his defence and hoping more people
will come forward with evidence which, while clear-
ing his name, may also lead to justice for the family
of Mr Kassahun, who had died saving his friend.





