Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 24/06/2010 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Marge and Tom.
2.     Minutes of 27th May meeting
 These were agreed.
3.     Matters arising from minutes not already on the agenda
None. 
4.      CCRC   (Item 4 from 27/05/10)

Paul gave the meeting an update.   

Action:  Continuing
5.     Campaign Strategy
Paul confirmed that there were two possible outcomes from the CCRC review.   One was that they would refer Sam’s case to the Court of Appeal which would give us less than 24 hours to hold an event.   We will also need to appoint a solicitor and, although this is not problematic, Sam would need to have made his choice by then.   The alternative is that the CCRC issue a ‘provisional view’ that there are no grounds to refer the case in which eventuality the CCRC must disclose the material on which their decision is based and we have 20 working days to respond before a final statement of reasons is issued.   A fresh application may only be submitted if further new evidence is found.   It was agreed that it will be important to maintain up to date contact lists.

Action:  Continuing

6.     Reports Back
 Hackney Unites conference on 5th June (Item 6a from 27/05/10)

Jane explained the main reasons why we did not attend this event.   “Hackney Unites” approached the campaign in March about participating in the June event and Paul wrote a piece for them about Sam’s case which appeared in their tabloid newspaper.   They decided, without any proper consultation, that a workshop should be shared between the cases of Sam Hallam and Blair Peach although there are absolutely no similarities or connections between the two cases.   Their whole approach to the campaign seemed unprofessional – for example they seemed to believe we were some kind of “community organisation”  and the tone of their e-mails extremely patronising – for example, their suggestion that we might learn about “persistence” .   Jane felt that it was unlikely to be in Sam’s interests to be associated with such an organisation and, after consultation with Paul and Wendy, withdrew from the event.

Action:  Drop

7.     Future Campaign Events 
a)     Stall at Shoreditch Festival on Saturday 17th July

Paul reported that we have booked a stall at The Shoreditch Festival which attracts about 5000 people every day.   The Festival, produced by Shoreditch Trust, is an annual cultural event which takes place in Shoreditch Park, New North Road, N1.   The weekend programme of activities, events and performances is free to all and begins on Friday evening with Proms in Shoreditch Park with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and what promises to be a spectacular firework display.   Wendy said she had been last year and it had been very good.   Jane said that the day for which the stall had been booked was  Festival Day, Saturday 17th July which lasts from  1pm to 7 pm and, in addition to various trade and information stalls, includes live music, a literature and spoken word tent featuring east London’s best writers and performers, family activities and a food market.   She has a vehicle pass for loading/unloading purposes only (there is no parking at Shoreditch Park) and all vehicles must be off site between 12 pm and 7.30 pm.   Jane can collect Wendy at 11 am and deliver the tee shirts, booklets, badges, posters, stickers and Smiffy’s CDs to the stall.   Volunteers are needed to staff the stall from 1 pm to 7 pm.   Pat will be away but many of those present volunteered and Jane agreed to draw up a rota with Lorraine.   The Festival provides two chairs with the stall as part of the fee and we have ordered two more.   Jane said the Shoreditch Trust seemed very professional in their handling of matters and made a pre-condition for all participating organisations that they have public liability insurance.   After some enquiries she obtained this for the campaign through The Zurich Group – the actual insurance provider is called Tennyson – who, again were thoroughly professional.   She will bring a copy of the certificate and policy schedule to the next meeting but was glad to report that we now have public liability cover up to £5 million.

Action:  Jane/Wendy/Lorraine 
b)     ‘ Someone To Blame’ Theatre Project (Item 6b from 27/05/10)
David said he and Tess had started writing the play and hoped to have the first draft as a rough “test drive” for the next meeting.   He suggested that in July we also assess where we are with Ray as it would be so much easier to work with him.   He added that the Tories have cut huge amounts from the arts and that most of the work they are backing is heritage in preference to new plays.  Despite that, three to four producers are interested.
Action:  David/Tess
c)     Picnic for Justice
We had talked about planning a family fun day and Picnic for Justice for Saturday 28th August at St. Johns Church but Paul said we might have to drop the idea if the venue was uncertain as time was running out in terms of organising the event and arranging advance publicity.   Wendy explained some of the difficulties she had encountered recently in making contact with the Rev. April Keech but said she would try again next week to see if we could use the church and grounds.
Action:  Wendy

8.     Ideas For Future Campaign Activities  (Item 7 from 27/05/10) 
Paul suggested that, as we now have public liability insurance, Wendy could obtain a trader’s licence from Hackney Council  for about £40 and we could plan to have a stall in Hoxton Market in September.   Another public meeting was suggested but it was agreed that at the moment there was little point in holding one until there was some new or significant information to impart.

Action:  Wendy

9.     Press and Publicity (Item 8 from 27/05/10) 
 There was nothing to report this month.
Action:  Continuing

10.    Visits to Sam 
a)     Wendy reported that Sam had had a legal visit from Thames Valley Police who are based at Bullingdon as liaison officers.   They had taken a DNA sample from Sam (and others) saying that the DNA on their database was inconclusive.   Jane said there had been a recent story in the press about DNA samples being stored incorrectly by the police which might just be a coincidence.  Wendy agreed to supply the names of the two police officers so that Paul could write to the Chief Constable of Thames Valley Police.

Action:  Wendy/Paul
b)     Sam had been visited by Tommy, Danny with Ronnie, Wendy with Jackie and was due a visit from Tom.
Action:  Continuing

c)     Paul said that Sam now had 500 members on Facebook and reminded the meeting that it will be his 23rd birthday on Friday 9th July.

Action:  All
11.    Finance and Fundraising (Item 10 from 27/05/10) 
Jane said she had slightly revised figures on the Treasurer’s Trust Account from the last meeting as follows:-
	Income as at 26/04/2010
	3301.06

	Expenditure April to June 2010
	

	31/03/10   5 x Canon Cartridge World refills
	     25.00

	04/04/10   Annual fee for British Monomarks mail box
	     82.25

	13/04/10   Tesco Photo paper
	       8.97

	16/04/10   Annual fee for website
	     45.74

	08/05/10   100 T shirts
	   450.00 

	26/05/10   50 Booklets “The Case of Sam Hallam”
	   133.49

	08/06/10   1000 Sam Hallam badges
	   199.75

	08/06/10   Shoreditch Trust Festival fee
	     44.00

	Sub-total of  April/May/June expenditure
	   989.20

	Income as at end of June 2010
	2311.86


Paul said we were trying to get the campaign established with easyfundraising, a website which gives good causes a percentage of the total cost of supporters’ internet shopping with certain well known retailers.

Action:  Continuing 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 29th July 2010 at 7.30 pm.
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