Minutes of Sam Hallam Campaign Committee Meeting held on 29/04/2010 at 7.30 p.m. in St. Johns Church Green Hut.
1.     Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Marge, Susie, Matt and Anoop.
2.     Minutes of 25th March meeting
 These were agreed.
3.     Matters arising from minutes not already on the agenda
None.
4.      CCRC   (Item 4 from 25/03/10)

Paul gave the meeting an update.   

Action:  Continuing
5.     Reports Back
a)     Regan Way Social on April 24 (Item 6b from 25/03/10)
Jane reported that £663.60 had been collected from this event which meant that, deducting the cash advance of £300, the campaign had profited by £363.60.  She had banked £500 and put the remainder into Sam’s cash account as this had got a bit low.   Wendy thought another £150 had been collected by Marge but it was agreed by the meeting that this would be the last campaign social in this particular form since it was beginning to represent the law of diminishing returns.   Pat said that if a social event was needed The Marie Lloyd pub can be hired if there is a guaranteed minimum bar spend of £500 and Jackie reported that Tina had said The White Horse can also be used for a social occasion.   Thanks were due, once again, to Myra for her magnificent work on the door, to Marge and Pat for selling so many raffle tickets, to Maureen, Jackie and Lorraine for their sterling efforts behind the bar and to Wendy and Jeannie for their work before and after the event.    Action: Drop
b)     General Election Hustings Meeting on April 20th (Item 6a from 25/03/10
Paul thanked Ben for letting the campaign know about the hustings meeting organised by the De Beauvoir Association and attended by Wendy and Myra who were not permitted to ask questions.   Apparently any questions should have been submitted online but Paul discovered that there had apparently been no facility to do this.

In addition to Ben’s reply showing support for Sam’s case to be referred to the Court of Appeal and to press for Ministry of Justice cuts to the CCRC to be reversed, Denny de la Haye, an Independent candidate had responded with support as had the Liberal Democrat candidate and the Green Party.   Neither the sitting Labour MP nor the Tory candidate has responded.   Paul had sent a press release to The Hackney Gazette and The Hackney Citizen had posted a story on 25th April under the heading “Justice for Sam Hallam: General Election contenders quizzed”

Action: Drop
c)     Campaign Twitter Account@samcampaign (Item 7 from 25/03/10

Paul has set up a Twitter account to which 7 people have signed up, 4 of whom are already campaign members.




    Action: Continuing
6.     Future Campaign Events   
a)     Hackney Unites conference on 5th June (Item 6d from 25/03/10)

This event, being held at Stoke Newington School & Sixth Form:  Media Arts and Science, Clissold Road, London N16 9EX, has already attracted a broad range of organisations for its stalls, (details distributed at the meeting).  It proposes to have 15 workshops, one of which Paul has been asked to speak at.   For the stall we need 1000 new badges:  Paul will e-mail a new design to Pat in the next few days.  Matt has given Jane the contact details for the black T shirts: Jane will order the black ones as well as some white.   More booklets are also needed.
Action:  Paul/Pat/Jane
b)     ‘ Someone To Blame’ Theatre Project (Item 6c from 25/03/10)
David had managed to do further interviews but said it would be helpful to meet some of the young women involved.  He will be meeting Ray’s nephew next week and would like to talk to Dr. Michael Naughton.  Paul said he would look for one of the witness statements. Transcripts of Sam’s testimony at trial and that of another witness were also needed.
Action:  David/Paul
c)     General Election/Council Elections   (Item 6a from 25/03/10)
100 local people had signed the letters sent to the Parliamentary candidates in Hackney South and Shoreditch and lots of Hoxton people had put up window posters advising political canvassers not to seek their votes unless they support Sam’s case.   It was agreed not much more could be done now under this heading.
Action: Drop 

7.     Ideas For Future Campaign Activities  (Item 7 from 25/02/10)  
Ben said the campaign should get the BBC to do a ‘Panorama’ programme highlighting cases of injustice because of cuts to the CCRC.   Paul said there had already been an ITV programme about Sam’s case but the reality is – as a former member of BBC staff present could verify – that there is very little investigative journalism going on nowadays. For example there was one Panorama programme last year on the particular issue of “common purpose”.   ‘Rough Justice’ and ‘Trial and Error’ had both ended and, whereas, ‘World in Action’ had devoted two years of research and production effort in the 1980s to make the first programme about the Birmingham Six, Anshu and colleagues were given the equivalent of 6 weeks to make the programme on Sam’s case. 






+





Action:  Continuing
8.     Press and Publicity (Item 8 from 25/03/10) 
The Daily Telegraph had published on April 28th an interview with Patrick Maguire which had given a link to Sam’s website.
Action:  Continuing
9.     Visits to Sam 
Tommy, Curtley and “Scottish” Paul had visited recently.   Wendy said she had ‘phoned the Ministry of Justice to ask why they had suddenly refused to pay necessary fares to relatives.   Paul said many prisons like Bullingdon are inaccessible if you don’t have a car and the bus services are quite inadequate:  he thought it disgraceful that you had to pay £10 for a one way taxi journey to the prison which was less than 5 miles.   Jane thought the prison website was misleading on this front: they say bus services are regular but omit to say they run only once an hour during the week and only twice a day on Sunday at times which are not at all suitable for visiting.
David and Tess would like to visit Sam again to get a better idea of his voice and expressions as would the actor Sean Verey who played Curtis in ‘Moonfleece’ and who is interested in playing Sam in the theatre production.
Action:  Continuing
10.    Finance and Fundraising (Item 10 from 25/03/10) 

[image: image1.emf]Treasurer’s Trust Account         Income as at 25/03/2010  3361.32     Expenditure Feb - March 2010    09/02/10      100 A3 Laminating pouches        34.58   11 /02/10     200 First class stamps        78.00   26 /02/10     A4 White copier paper          6.14   05/03 /10    7 x Canon Cartridge World refills        35 .00   19/03 / 10   5 Photo Ryan & 5 Photo Magenta cartridges          38.50     22/03 /10    A4 Glossy Photo paper       10.88     27/03/10   100  A5 Laminating pouches       36.24   29/03/10   10 x Canon Cartridges        20.92   31 /03/10   Cash advance for 24/04 Social      300.00     Sub - total of income as at 31/03/10       280 1. 06   26/04/10   Cash banked from Social        500.00   Income as at 26/04/10  3301.06  


Action:  Continuing
The next meeting will be on Thursday 27th May 2010 at 7.30 pm. 
JM 04/05/10    
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